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Constitution outlined. Had the Constitutionalists acknowledged those Nationalist opinions which, in later years, were to fall from the lips of a young member of the Convention and become the law of the land, the defeat of the Constitution would have been certain, prompt, and overwhelming.
In the Constitution's chief executive, Henry saw "a great and mighty President55 with "the powers of a King ... to be supported in extravagant magnificence." The National Government's tax-gatherers would "ruin you with impunity/5 he warned his fellow members and the people they represented. Did not Virginia's own "state sheriffs, those unfeeling blood-suckers/5 even "under the watchful eye of our legislature commit the most horrid and barbarous ravages on our people? . . . Lands have been sold,55 asserted he, "for 5 shillings which were worth one hundred pounds.55 What, then, would happen to the people "if their master had been at Philadelphia or New York?55 asked Henry. "These harpies may search at any time your houses and most secret recesses.55 Its friends talked about the beauty of the Constitution, but to Henry its features were "horribly frightful. Among other deformities, it has an awful squinting; it squints toward monarchy.55
The President, "your American chief,55 can make himself absolute, dramatically exclaimed the great orator. "If ever he violates the laws ... he will come at the head of his army to carry everything before him; or he will give bail, or do what Mr. Chief Justice will order him.55 But will he submit to punishment? Rather, he will "make one bold push for the